Reconstruction of irreparable brachial plexus injuries with reinnervated free-muscle transfer. Case report.
The complete avulsion of the brachial plexus is a severe injury usually caused by high-energy trauma. Even with the advent of modern microsurgical techniques, many patients have been rendered severely handicapped following this injury. The authors present a new reconstructive procedure that uses a microsurgical reinnervated free-muscle transfer to return prehensile function to an upper limb that is completely paralyzed. Although the procedure is still preliminary, a successful case is briefly described.